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E.O. 11652: DECONTROL ON RECEIPT 
TAGS: PINT, PK 

SUBJECT: ELECTIONS TIMETABLE 
REF: ISLAMABAD 5056 

1. LAW AND PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS MINISTER PIRZADA 
RECONFIRMED JUNE 30 THAT NEW CONSTITUTION WILL BE IMPLE- 
MENTED ON AUGUST 14. PIRZADA ALSO STATED THAT ELECTION 
OF PRESIDENT BY COMBINED SENATE AND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
WOULD TAKE PLACE ON AUGUST 3 OR 4. ELECTION OF PRIME 
MINISTER WOULD OCCUR AT SOME DATE PRIOR TO AUGUST 10. 
CHAIRMAN AND DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF THE SENATE WILL BE 
ELECTED ON AUGUST 1. OR 2. 

2. AMONG PPP NOMINEES IN SENATE ELECTION ARE 
PRODUCTION AND PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS MINISTER J. A. RAHIM 
AND BHUTTO'S SPECIAL ASSISTANT RAFI RAZA, BOTH NOMINATED 
FROM SIND. WE PRESUME THAT MINISTER OF STATE FOR DEFENSE 
AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS AZIZ AHMED AND POSSIBLY MINISTER OF 
STATE FOR NATIONAL AFFAIRS AND OVERSEAS PAKISTANIS AND 
PRISONS MAHMUD ALI (OR ONE OF BHUTTO'S SPECIAL ASSISTANTS) 
WILL RECEIVE NOMINATIONS FOR THE TWO SENATE SEATS FROM 
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ANNOUNCED JUNE 28 HE HAD JOINED PEOPLES' PARTY (SEE 
SEPTEL THIS SUBJECT). PROBABLE THAT ANOTHER CENTRAL 
MINISTER WITHOUT ELECTIVE FEDERAL POSITION, SHERPAO, WILL 
RETAIN HIS SEAT IN NORTH WEST FRONTIER ASSEMBLY. REMAINING 
CENTRAL MINISTER, WITHOUT NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SEAT, RAISANI, 

MAY ALSO DECIDE RETAIN BALUCHISTAN ASSEMBLY SEAT THUS 
LOSING CENTRAL PORTFOLIO. 

3. SENATORIAL ELECTIONS BEING CONDUCTED UNDER SYSTEM OF 
PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION BY MEANS OF SINGLE TRANSFERABLE 
VOTE. COMPLEX VOTING SYSTEM WHICH ELECTION COMMISSION 
INFORMS US IS ALSO USED IN UPPER HOUSE ELECTIONS IN INDIA 
AND IRELAND, INTER ALIA, IS DESIGNED TO INSURE THAT STRENGTH 
OF EACH POLITICAL PARTY IN SENATE IS GENERALLY IN PROPORTION 
TO ITS RELATIVE STRENGTH IN POPULARLY ELECTED ASSEMBLY. 
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